














COMMONWEALTH
TRAIL

The Commonwealth Trail covers
the historical sites in
Queenstown'’s third
neighbourhood within the
Commonwealth Estate. In this
trail, you will visit the 129-year
old Shuang Long Shan Wu Shu
Ancestral Hall, the
Japanese-influenced Ridout Tea
Garden and the Art and Deco
styled Queenstown Lutheran
Church.

TANGLIN
HALT &
WESSEX TRAIL

The Tanglin Halt & Wessex Trail
covers the historical sites in
Queenstown'’s fourth
neighbourhood within Tanglin
Halt Estate and the nearby
Wessex Estate. In this trail, you
will come across historical sites
such as the iconic Black and
White Bungalows, the majestic
Church of the Blessed
Sacrament and the exuberant
Tanglin Halt Neighbourhood
Centre.










CHURCH OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

2 DUNDEE ROAD,
SINGAPORE 149454

From the Driving Test Centre, turn left into a
pedestrian footpath. The church is located at the
end of the pavement.

The Church of the Good Shepherd at Dundee
Road is Queenstown’s first Anglican Church.
Built at a cost of $60,000, the Church was
officially opened on 31 January 1960 by then
Bishop of Singapore, The Right Reverend Henry
Wolfe Baines. The Church comprised of a main
sanctuary which could accommodate 360
worshippers and an administrative office.

Services were initially held in Cantonese and
Mandarin due to a large number of Chinese
worshippers. English speaking services and a
youth congregation were started later in 1963.

Since its establishment, the Church has played
an important social role in the community. In
January 1972, the Church started the Boys’
Brigade 9th Singapore Company to provide
youths with meaningful activities. William Tham,
a long-time worshipper with the Church,
recalled, “The smartness of the uniform, the
discipline, life-skills and hymns prompted me to
sign up for the Boys’ Brigade. | was later raised
as a youth leader and officer serving in the Boys’
Brigade Ministry.”

An Extension to the Church was completed in 1973
(Courtesy of Church of the Good Shepherd)

The Boys' Brigade 9th Singapore Company
(Courtesy of Church of the Good Shepherd)
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PRINCESS HOUSE

332 ALEXANDRA ROAD,
SINGAPORE 159945

Turn  into  Commmonwealth  Avenue from
Strathmore Avenue. The 7-storey buidling to
your left is the Princess House

Princess House is a 7-storey building along
Alexandra Road which was designated as the
new office for the Singapore Improvement Trust
(SIT) and later, as the first dedicated
headquarters for the Housing and Development
Board (HDB). Built at a cost of $478,000,
Princess House was opened in 1957 as a
multi-purpose office building which housed the
Social Welfare and Licensing departments in the
western wing and offices to be rented to the
public in the eastern wing.

The overall form of Princess House follows the
aesthetics of 1950s Modern architecture where
its simple design, economic use of materials and
decoration, adheres to the “form follows
function” dictum in the articulation of the building
elements. The building also features an
innovative shallow “U-shaped” roof which can
be used as a viewing deck. Various foreign
dignitaries such as Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh; Princess Margaret; Edward Health,
then Prime Minister of Australia, had visited
Princess House to learn about Singapore’s
housing programme.

Aerial View of Princess Estate with Princess House at the
foreground, 1970 (Courtesy of Karen Lum)

After Singapore gained internal self-governance
in 1959, the Singapore Improvement Trust (SIT)
was dissolved and the Housing and
Development Board (HDB) was subsequently
established. In May 1960, the HDB moved its
main offices from Upper Pickering Street to
Princess House. At Princess House, the HDB
launched its “Home Ownership” scheme in
1964, which allowed Singaporeans purchase a
residential apartment using their Central
Provident Fund (CPF).

In 1972, the Ministry of Environment took over
the premise and an adjacent 4-storey complex.
Phoon Hon Sum, 65, a hawker at the former
Commonwealth Avenue Cooked Food Centre
for 38 years, recalled applying for a hawker
license at the Hawker and Licensing
Department, “There were long queues in the
room. When | collected my hawker license, | was
extremely thrilled. | was allowed to rent a proper
stall at a hawker centre.”

Princess House was gazetted for conservation
in 2007 after the Ministry of Environment vacated
the premise in 1989. As the surrounding blocks
of flats around Princess House are developed,
the conservation of Princess House serves as a
lasting reminder of Queenstown’s history.
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HOCK LEE BUS RIOTS

JUNCTION OF DAWSON ROAD
AND ALEXANDRA ROAD

The Hock Lee Bus Riots started at the bus depot opposite Dawson Shopping Centre, 1955 (Courtesy of Singapore Press Holdings)

The Hock Lee Bus Riots, which started at a bus
depot located at the junction of Dawson Road
and Alexandra Road, was one of the major riots
in Singapore during the 1950s.

The riots began as a peaceful demonstration on
23 April 1955 by disgruntled bus drivers from the
Hock Lee Amalgamated Bus Company against
long working hours, poor working conditions
and low pay. These bus drivers locked
themselves in the bus depot at the junction of
Dawson Road and Alexandra Road and
stopped buses from leaving the depot. Students
from several Chinese middle schools joined in
the protests by offering food and money to these
bus drivers.

The riots became violent when the Riot Police
attempted to break up the riots using water
cannons and tear gas on 12 May 1955. The
infuriated rioters threw stones at the policemen
and torched vehicles along Alexandra Road.
Two police officers died as a result, including a
Detective Corporal, who was burned to death,
and a Constable who was severely beaten by
the rioters. Hundreds of protestors were also
injured.

The violent commotion ended the next morning
when Hock Lee Bus Company and the
Singapore Bus Workers’ Union reached an
agreement to reinstate the bus drivers and
increased their monthly remuneration.
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Workshop sessions at Queenstown Secondary Technical School,
circa early 1960s (Courtesy of Queenstown Secondary School)

Take a stroll along Alexandra Road and turn into
Strathmore Road. The school is located at the end
of the road.

Queenstown Secondary School (former
Queenstown Secondary Technical School) was
Singapore’s first technical school. Built at a cost of
$1,000,000, the all-boys School was opened in
1956 to answer the “desperate need” for skilled
workers as Singapore diversified its entrepot
economy in the mid -1950s.

The original technical school consisted of three
main blocks. The first block was a 2-storey building
with 7 classrooms, 2 laboratories, a library and an
administrative office. The second block contained
the Assembly Hall, the Recreation Hall and a tuck
shop. The third block was used as workshops for
Woodwork and Metalwork.

Tan Wee Tin, 74, was one of the 92 students from
the pioneer batch who studied at Queenstown
Secondary Technical School. He recalled, “When
the School started in January 1957, there was a
library but there were neither books nor periodicals.
One of the teachers, Mr A.W. Basapa, brought
magazines, periodicals and daily papers and they
were properly indexed and ready for issue in the
second term.”

In 1965, a Pre-University class was started to equip
students for entry into the Singapore Polytechnic. In
1971, girls were admitted to the School. In 1993,
the school was renamed as Queenstown
Secondary School when both academic and
technical education was offered at the school.

QUEENSTOWN
SECONDARY

SCHOOL

1 STRATHMORE ROAD,
SINGAPORE 148800

THE QUESTS

The Quests were a popular band in Singapore
during the 1960s. The band was formed by Jap
Chong, Henry Chua, Raymond Leong and Lim Wee
Guan in 1961 and later included guitarist Reggie
Verghese and singer Vernon Cornelius. The band
was named after the school magazine of
Queenstown Secondary Technical School, where
Jap Chong and Raymond Leung were students.

The Quests first shot to fame at a Talentime
programme while studying Queenstown Secondary
Technical School. Inspired by music acts such as
the Shadows and Cliff Richard, the quartet clinched
a recording contract with EMI in 1964 and
produced two original compositions, “Shanty” and
“Gallopin.” “Shanty” became the first single by a
local band to reach the top of the Singapore charts,
displacing The Beatles “I Should Have Known
Better” and staying at No.1 for 12 weeks.

By the mid-1960s, the band was extremely popular
in Southeast Asia. In 1964, the Quests toured
Malaysia with Maori-Hi Five, followed by tours in
Brunei and the Philippines. Their appearances in
some countries caused near riots where hysterical
fans ripped the clothing off band members. The
Quests disbanded officially in 1971.
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FORMER QUENSTOWN CINEMA
AND BOWLING ALLEY

The former Queenstown Cinema and Bowling Alley was a well-loved entertainment spot, 1977
(Courtesy of Housing and Development Board).

Located next to the former Commonwealth
Avenue Wet Market, the former Queenstown
Cinema and Bowling Alley was one of
Queenstown’s favourite entertainment spots in
the 1980s and 1990s. The former Queenstown
Cinema and Bowling Alley was opened in 1977
as one of the several amenities built on a 1.4
hectare extension site of the Town Centre. The
four storey entertainment complex comprised of
two cinema halls, a bowling alley, KTV lounge,
fast food restaurant and an arcade.

The former Queenstown Cinema had two halls
named Queenstown and Queensway which
could accommodate 1,200 and 515
cinema-goers respectively. They were the first
cinemas in Singapore which incorporated
soundproofing features in its design. Seats were
arranged hexagonally so that the audience could
have an unrestricted view of the movie screen.

The 18-lane Bowling Alley was located at the
basement of the complex. Scoring boards at the
Bowling Alley were manually recorded on pieces
of paper in the 1970s before they were replaced
with monotonous electronic boards in the
mid-1990s. A Kentucky Fried Chicken
restaurant was situated on the second floor of
the complex overlooking the bowling alley, so
that diners could watch the bowlers as they had
their meals.

The bowling alley and the karaoke lounge
continued to operate even though the cinemas
ceased operations in 1999. The Queenstown
hall was converted into a billiard and LAN centre
for 2 years before the entire building was
vacated. The complex was subsequently
demolished in 2013.
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FORMER VENUS &
GOLDEN CITY

THEATRES

130/132 MARGARET DRIVE,
SINGAPORE 149300

Located next to the Wet Market, the former theatres
were converted into churches.

The former Venus and Golden City Theatres were
Queenstown’s first two cinemas. On one hand, the
former Venus Theatre was officially opened on 29
September 1965 by then President of the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce, Soon Peng Yam. The
$750,000 theatre was owned by Kong Ngee Co.
Ltd and it could accommodate around 1,200
cinema goers. On the other hand, the former
Golden City Theatre was opened a month later in
November 1965. The $500,000 theatre was owned
by Golden Star of Malaysia.

Both cinemas screened popular Cantonese,
Teochew and Hokkien fims. Tan Siew Tho, 75,
frequented the cinemas with her husband and
family during the 1970s. She recalled, "I was a big
fan of Li Lihua. | would always watch her movies at
the cinemas."

In the early 1980s, both Venus and Golden City
Theatres were facing dwindling returns in the face of
competition from videotapes and colour television.
Golden City’s monthly net collections, after

Queues outside Golden City Theatre after a screening, 1972
(Courtesy of Housing and Development Board)

Tan Siew Tho and her daughter standing in front of the fountain
located next to the theatres (Courtesy of Tan Siew Tho)

entertainment tax, had steadily deteriorated from a
high of $70,000 in 1979 to only $20,000 in 1984.
Initial plans to convert the cinemas into theatres for
“live” stage shows were rebuffed by the Housing
and Development Board (HDB) and the cinemas’
respective shareholders.

Golden City ceased operations in August 1984
whereas Venus shut down a month later. Both
cinemas were converted into churches in 1985.
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QUEENSTOWN STADIUM

The Queenstown Stadium was a premier
location for national day parades and regional
sporting competitions in the 1970s and 1980s.
In 1973, the stadium played hosts to the
Singapore Armed Forces’ first Colour Parade
where 3,000 soldiers took part in a 10-kilometre
route march from Jalan Besar to Queenstown
Sports  Complex. In 1975 and 1983,
decentralised parades of the National Day were
held at the stadium to allow more Singaporeans
participate in the festive occasion.

Many schools held their Sports’ Days at the Queenstown Stadium,
1977 (Courtesy of Housing and Development Board)

QUEENSTOWN
SPORTS COMPLEX

473/473A STIRLING ROAD,
SINGAPORE 148948

Walk along Stirling Road. You will notice a
stadium and a swimming complex on your right.

The Queenstown Sports Complex is Singapore’s
first neighbourhood sports complex. Built at a
cost of $1.65 million, the Sports Complex was
officially opened on 15 August 1970 by Lim Kim
San, then Minister for Education, to provide
more recreational facilities for residents in
Queenstown. Standing on ten acres of land lying
between Stirling and Mei Chin Road, the Sports
Complex has a 400-metre 8-lane bitumen
running track enclosing a football field. An
elevated gallery with seating capacity for 3,000
spectators runs along the athletic field. There are
five swimming pools, one of which is a 50-metre
Olympic-size pool.
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Chingay Procession in front of Queenstown Sports Complex, 1975

National Day Parade at the Stadium, 1982
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TIONG GHEE TEMPLE

1085 STIRLING ROAD
SINGAPORE 148953

19

Along Stirling Road is a Chinese temple located
amidst lush green rain trees.

Tiong Ghee Temple is Queenstown’s oldest
Taoist temple. The current temple at Stirling
Road was built in 1973 to replace the old village
temple at Boh Beh Kang village (Hokkien: Tt
7, No tail river) which was demolished in 1968
for the development of Mei Ling estate.

Designed in the traditional Chinese architectural
style, the Temple features a gabled roof with a
sweeping curvature that is topped with a ridge of
tiles and ceramic figurines for both decorative
and structural purposes. In addition, the pair of
dragon figurines and lion statues at the entrance
of the Temple are meticulously carved and
arranged so that they are bilaterally symmetric.
The main deity, Guan Gong (Chinese: X742), is
located in the main hall and the lesser deities are
placed in the back hall and at the side of the
temple.

Demolition of the village temple, 1968
urtesy of Tiong Ghee Temple)

The history of Tiong Ghee Temple can be traced
to 1931, when an altar was installed in an attap
hut of a villager living in Boh Beh Kang village. A
few years later, a storage house in the village
was converted into a temple and was named
Ghee Tiong Temple (Chinese: X ; righteousness
and /&; loyalty). Dedicated to the Taoist deity,
Guan Gong, the Temple provided an avenue for
villagers to seek spiritual comfort and consult
mediums on health and husbandry matters.
During festive occasions, troupes were invited to
perform puppet shows in Hokkien and Teochew.
After World War I, the villagers constructed a
bigger temple at Hong Yin Hill. The Temple was
later renamed Tiong Ghee Temple in 1966.

Today, the Temple remains a gathering point for
former Boh Beh Kang villagers and serves as a
lasting reminder of Queenstown’s past.
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Located adjacent to the Queensway Shopping
Centre, Alexandra Hospital was an important
military installation during the colonial period.

Established in 1938, Alexandra Hospital (former
British Military Hospital) served as the principal
hospital for Britain’s Far East Command during
World War II. Built at a cost of $265,900, the
hospital was the most advanced and best
equipped medical institution in Singapore and
Malaya. The 32-acre site was chosen for its
close proximity to the Keretapi Tanah Melayu
(KTM) railway tracks so that the wounded could
be transported to the hospital quickly.

Designed in a stripped-down hybrid of Modern
and Classical styles typical of hospitals of the
1930s, the hospital compound comprised of the
main block, which could accommodate 356
beds with various medical, surgical and officer
wards, and a number of ancillary buildings such
as laboratories, barracks, mortuary and living
quarters for staff.

On 14 February 1942, a day before the surren-
der of Singapore, Alexandra Hospital was
violated by “the largest and most awful massa-
cre of British troops in World War II.” Within a
short 30-minute span, the Japanese battalion
comprising 3 platoons rained bullets at the
hospital and captured more than 200 hospital
personnel and patients.

After the war, the Military Hospital continued to
play an important role by providing emergency
healthcare services to the wounded soldiers

ALEXANDRA
HOSPITAL

378 ALEXANDRA ROAD,
SINGAPORE 159964

2

fighting against communist guerrillas in the
Malayan jungles during the State of Emergency.
In 1954, a helipad was constructed at the
hospital and the time taken to transport a soldier
from the Malayan jungles was drastically
reduced from 96 hours to about 10 hours.

In 1971, the British troops announced a decision
to pull out from their ex-colonies due to rising
costs of maintaining troops overseas. The
hospital was handed over to the Singapore
Government for a nominee fee of £1 and later
converted into a civilian hospital. As a civilian
hospital,  Alexandra  Hospital  performed
Singapore’s first ever limb re-attachment surgery
in April 1975, and handled 55 severely burned
patients from the Spyros Disaster in October
1978.

Today, Alexandra Hospital is well known for its
extensive greenery and serene environment.
Affectionately known as the “Hospital in a
Garden,” Alexandra Hospital was gazetted for
conservation in 2013.
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HANG JEBAT
MOSQUE

100 JALAN HANG JEBAT,
SINGAPORE 139533

)

Turn left into Queens' Crescent from Queensway. At
the end of Queens' Crescent, you will notice a
single-storey building with a blue, distinctive roof.

Masjid Hang Jebat is the second mosque
constructed in Queenstown. Built at a cost of
$30,000, the Mosque was opened in 1973 to
replace the old surau (Malay: small prayer hall). The
Mosque comprised of two prayer halls,
administrative offices and classrooms for religious
classes. The Mosque was named Hang Jebat for
two reasons. Firstly, it was in recognition of the
Hang Jebat Regiment of a nearby military
installation. Secondly, it was in commemoration of
Hang Jebat, who was one of the five legendary
warriors in the Malay folklore.

Masjid Hang Jebat first started as a surau in 1952
for the Malay Regiment soldiers who were living in
the vicinity. When the British Armed Forces
withdrew in 1971, the Malay Regiment was
dissolved and the surau was handed over to the
Singapore Government. The surau was opened to
the public later.

The iconic Mosque was known for its close
proximity to the former Malayan Railways. In order
to get to the Mosque, worshippers had to trek along
a decrepit concrete pavement along the former

Friday prayers at the Mosque, 2012

Syed Ali bin Abdul Hamid Alkaff is a long-time worshipper at the
Mosque, 2014

Queens’ Crescent and pass through the railway
tracks. Syed Ali bin Abdul Hamid Alkaff, 55, was a
former resident at Queens’ Crescent Estate and a
priest with the Mosque. He recalled, “There were a
few gruesome accidents in the 1970s and 1980s
when the trains hit onto the residents. Although we
had many wonderful memories playing along the
train tracks, we were relieved that the Keretapi
Tanah Melayu (KTM) had ceased operations in
2011.”

Today, the Mosque continues to play an important
social role in the neighbourhood by providing
counselling services and tuition classes.
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CHURCH OF THE
BLESSED

SACRAMENT

1 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE,
SINGAPORE 149603

At the junction of Commonwealth Drive and
Queensway is a building that looks like a folded
origami.

The Church of the Blessed Sacrament is
Queenstown'’s first Catholic church. Built at a cost
of $200,000, the Church was officially opened on 9
May 1965 by then Archbishop, Michael Olcomendy.
The Church comprised of a parish hall which served
as a religious instruction centre, a kindergarten and
a presbytery to house the priests.

Adaline Teo and the miniature farm
(Courtesy of Adaline Teo)

Designed by YG Dowsett in the Modern style, the
Church’s most striking feature is the dramatically
structured slate roof, which was constructed in
folds in the shape of a tent that symbolised the “tent
of meeting” in the Old Testament of the Bible. The
roof dipped downwards to wrap the interior with
portions touching the ground, reminiscent of
anchoring pegs. In addition, the slits of glass panes
between the cruciform “create a dramatic play of
light and shadow” that brings light into the
sanctuary. The multicoloured strips of glass panels
inserted within the triangular concrete grids at the
three main entrances further create an air of
vibrancy when viewed from the inside of the hall.

Besides its attractive facade, the Church was
popular for its miniature farm which kept animals
such as monkeys, goats and dogs. Adaline Teo, 36,
recalled, “The cassowary would always spread its
feather and the dog would wag its tail whenever
there were visitors to the church.” The farm was
removed in 2003.

In November 2005, the Church of the Blessed
Sacrament was gazetted for conservation.

Church of the Blessed Sacrament, 1966
(Courtesy of Church of the Blessed Sacrament)
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FAITH MEHODIST
CHURCH

400 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE,
SINGAPORE 149604

Worship services were held in a temporary shed while the Church
building was being constructed, 1965
(Courtesy of Faith Methodist Church)

Groundbreaking ceremony for the church building, 1965
(Courtesy of Faith Methodist Church)

Located opposite the Haw Par Corporation
building is Faith Methodist Church.

Faith Methodist Church is Queenstown’s first
Methodist church. Built at a cost of $350,000,
the Church was officially dedicated on 26 June
1967 by Bishops Robert Lundy and Hobart
Baumann Amstutz. The Church is named in
memory of Faith Goh, whose parents Dr and
Mrs Goh Kok Kee were gracious donors to the
Church’s building fund.

Before the sanctuary was completed, worship
services were conducted in the open field and
later, in a temporary shed. The first open-air
worship service was conducted on the Easter
Sunday, 18 April 1965. Gerald Liew, 85, was a
long-time worshipper at the Church. He
reflected, “Everything was very primitive then
and there were around 40 of us standing in the
middle of a field. There was neither a public
address system nor musical accompaniment.
So, we sang the hymns from memory.”

The founding pastor, Nga Tieng Chieng, added,
“The church trustees first purchased this plot of
land in 1964 and it was surrounded by farms
and swamps. | recalled losing one of my shoes
to the swampland when | visited the site!”

Faith  Methodist Church underwent major
renovations in 1976 and 1986 to cater to its
growing congregation. In 2002, the old
sanctuary was demolished to facilitate the
construction of a $12 million building that could
house a 1000-seat sanctuary, kindergarten,
library and columbarium.
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SIN PALACE HAIR DRESSING AND BEAUTY
SALOON

Sin Palace Hairdressing Saloon has been
grooming the neighbourhood’s male residents
for the past 49 years. Ong Choon Kwee, the
bespectacled proprietor of the saloon, is one of
Singapore’s last experts in the traditional art of
ear cleaning.

Ong begins his grooming service with a
comfortable haircut. Next, he wuses his
assortment of tools ranging from tweezers,
brushes and picks to fish out the ear wax. Then,
a small fluffy brush is swished around the idle ear
before he wipes his customer’s eye and nose.
Thereafter, the tongue is scrapped gently with a
special knife to rid of its white coating.

Lim Thiam Choo (left) and his protégé son, Lim Cheng Poh
(Courtesy of Caroline Chia)

HONG KEE CONGEE

Simmered over low heat with constant stirring
for over an hour to get the right consistency, Mr
Hui's congee at Commonwealth Crescent
Market is a popular way to start the day for many
residents. The congee’s smooth texture is typical
of Cantonese cooking, as are its ingredients,
such as century eggs, pork innards, minced
meat and raw fish.

Ong Choon Kwee - the proprietor of Sin Palace
(Courtesy of Caroline Chia)

QUEENSTOWN POHPIAH (SKIN)

Popiah or spring roll is a popular snack which
originates from southeastern China. Lim Thiam
Choo’s Queenstown Poh Pia has tickled the
taste buds of numerous Queenstown residents
for the past 49 years. He first started out as an
itinerant hawker, peddling along the streets at
Tanglin Halt, Margaret Drive and Commonwealth
Crescent. After ‘retiring’ in 2011, his eldest son
Lim Cheng Poh carries on the tradition of
making popiah skins by hand.

Delicious porridge from Hong Kee Congee
(Courtesy of Caroline Chia)
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INFORMATION ON GUIDED TOU

Free, guided tours take place at the last Sunday of every month. The tours are conducted by
volunteers from civic group, My Community, and they cover important landmarks from My
Queenstown Heritage Trail. Each guided tour is about 2 hours long and starts punctually at 9am
sharp from Queenstown MRT Station.

You can register yourself and your friends for the tours by leaving your name, NRIC or Passport
number and contact details with myqueenstown@gmail.com . A confirmation phone call or email will
be sent to successful applicants.

IMPORTANT NOTE
- Guided tours are limited to 25 participants per session, on a first come, first served basis.

- Participants are advised to wear comfortable clothes and shoes and bring along a bottle of water, and an
umbrella. You may also wish to bring along a bottle of insect repellent.

- Tours are conducted in English and Mandarin only.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

www.facebook.com/myqueenstown
www.queenstown.org.sg
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